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Dear football fans,

38 years have passed since Mordechay Spiegler
scored the only goal for the Israel national team
in the 1970 World Cup in Mexico. This evening,
before a packed stadium, the national team
is starting out on a journey that we hope and
believe will end in South Africa in two years’ time,
and will once again put our team onto the largest
stage of international football.

Without a doubt, the road to the World Cup is
not an easy one and our team will have to face
strongrivals such as Greece and Switzerland, but
| believe that the professional staff and the team
of players will lead the team to the heights that
we aspire to scale.

| believe that in order to take Israeli football
forward, and make our appearance in the World
Cup and European Championship a frequent
occurrence, we must remember the past, believe
in the present, and cultivate the future.

Some two months ago, the lIsrael Football
Association celebrated its gsoth anniversary with
aspecial event honoring the players and coaches
of the past.

We have introduced a program to change the
structure of the top leagues, which will come
into force in the 2009/10 season, with the aim of
bringing football to every part of the country,
enabling more local players to play in the
professional leagues, creating competitive and
egalitarian football, and developing a broader
infrastructure of players.

We have appointed great players of the past to
coach the youth national teams, so that they can
train the next generation of Israeli footballers,
andbringonthe players who willlead the national
teamin a few years’ time.

If we all join forces — players, spectators, the
professional team, the media and the Israel
Football Association — we will be able to Fulfill
our dream and reach the World Cup.

| thank our guests from Switzerland, and the FIFA
officials who have come to watch the game.

Together, we can succeed.
Sincerely,

Avi Luzon
Chairman, Israel Football Association
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Welcome to the Ramat Gan Stadium

We are minutes before the first game of the 2010
World Cup qualifying tournament.

The Football Association has put a great effort
into its preparations for the tournament. We
have changed the uniform of the Israeli team, and
Adidas International has created and designed a
unique Kit for the team. The Association logo has
been changed for a new, contemporary logo, and
the players’ uniforms now bear this logo, which
combines the emblem of the state and that of the
Football Association.

For the first time, we have succeeded in enlisting
top flight global companies to sponsor the Israel
team and the Israel Football Association, giving
the team international prestige and indicating
the trust that these brands have in the team and
the Association.

We are now at the start of the new football
season.Justbefore the opening of the season, the
Association succeeded in getting a law passed in
the Knesset prohibiting violence in the football
grounds. This law includes considerably more
severe punishments for violence and racism,
with the aim of keeping violence and racism out
of the game and making watching a match an
enjoyable and enriching experience. We believe
that this is yet another step towards bringing
children and women, the whole family, to our
football stadiums.

We all share the same dream, and believe that
together it is possible, and that after 40 years we
will be privileged to see the blue and white colors
on the grass in the stadiums of South Africa, and
hear the cries of "Go Israel” from the stands.

Together, we can succeed.
Sincerely,

Ori Shilo
CEO, Israel Football Association
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Head Coach: Dror Kashtan
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Name & Surname Goals Caps

[ITUID nNOWN DUI DY

Dudu Aouate Deportivo La Coruna 17.10.77 - 35 NN 1Y 12'0DT OXIX ITIT
Nir Davidovitch Maccabi Haifa 17.12.76 - 47 19'n 20N N2ATIT I
Liran Shtrauber Maccabi Netanya 20.08.74 - 7 0101 20D 2X0U 1Y)
Shmuel Kozokin Beitar Jerusalem 23.07.87 - 1 DY 1'N2 I'PITIP INIDY
Avi Strool KSC Lokeren 18.09.80 - 6 np Y1N0D 1IN
Yoav Ziv Beitar Jerusalem 16.03.81 - 14 DY N I'T 2RI
Klemi Saban Maccabi Netanya 17.02.80 - 13 101 120D 120 'DYP
Tal Ben Haim Manchester City 31.03.82 = 41 '0'0 10O'NID 0N 250
David Ben Dayan Maccabi Netanya 22.11.78 - 14 0101 20D "TTT
Dekel Keinan Maccabi Haifa 15.09.84 - 4 n9'n 20N 1'p 9pT
Biram Kayal Maccabi Haifa 02.05.88 - - non 120D 9N'D D12
Gal Alberman Borussia Monchengladbach 17.04.83 1 19 IN2THIWID N'0NID D129 D
Aviram Baruchyan Beitar Jerusalem 20.03.85 1 DY 1N IX'D2112 DY2X
Moshe Ohayon Beitar Jerusalem 24.05.83 - 0N 1N 'NIN NUD
Tamir Cohen Bolton Wanderers 04.03.84 - 7 (R RRa]N{[V]b} [nd DN
Yossi Benayoun Liverpool 05.05.80 15 64 919129 |12 ror
Maor Buzaglo Maccabi Tel Aviv 14.01.88 - 213X 9N 20D 192712 MIND
Salim Tuama Standard Liege 09.08.79 ‘IN'Y TITI00 NNUI0 D'YD
Omer Golan KSC Lokeren 04.10.82 3 25 NP1 1912 DIV
Amit Ben Shoshan Beitar Jerusalem 23.05.85 2 12 DY N1 WiV |2 N'DY
Ben Sahar Portsmouth 10.08.89 2 ‘NIDOLIID N0 |2
Elyaniv Barda KRC Genk 15.12.81 2 p2b NT12 2198
Roberto Colautti Borussia Monchengladbach 24.05.82 6 10 IX2THIWID N'oNI2 10INIP 107210

Assistant Coach Moshe Sinai 1'0 WD IDRD IV

Technical Manager Israel Schtuzinsky POYNINY HXW! NIN230 HnIn

GK Coach Alexander Ubarov 20NN 1TIDIIN DIV |DRD

Fitness Coach Uri Harel HNIN MIN AWID [DRD

Physician Dr. Mark Rosnovsky 'P02N0N PID T Nnan2an Xon
. . Shmuel Rozenzweig, Eduard Kravzov L2INP TIRITRANNITI HNIDY

Physiotherapists ) Lo D'0uND
Moris Kriheli 991p 01N

Kit Men Gideon Mashiach, Yosef Hezi TN QOI',N'WD |IVTA PUD 'WIX
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Head Coach: Ottmar Hitzfeld

Diego Benaglio
Fabio Coltorti
Eldin Jakupovic

Johan Djourou
Mario Eggimann
Stéphane Grichting
Stephan Lichtsteiner
Ludovic Magnin
Alain Nef

Christoph Spycher
Steve Von Bergen

Almen Abdi
Tranquillo Barnetta
Valon Behrami
Sandro Burki

Eren Derdiyok
Gelson Fernandes
Bengamin Huggel
Gokhan Inler
Valentin Stocker

Alexander Frei
Blaise Nkufo
Johan Vonlanthen
Hakan Yakin

VFL Wolfsburg

Real Racing Club Santander
Grasshopper-Club Ziirich

Arsenal FC
Hannover 96

AJ Auxerre

SS. Lazio

VFB Stuttgart
Udinese Calcio
Eintracht Frankfurt
Hertha BSC Berlin

FC Zirich

Bayer Leverkusen o4
West Ham United FC
FC Aarau

FB Basel 1893
Manchester City FC
FC Basel 1893
Udinese Calcio

FC Basel 1893

BV Borussia Dortmund

FC Twente
Red Bull Salzburg
Al-Gharafa

08.09.1983
03.12.1980
02.10.1984

18.01.1987
24.01.1981
30.03.1979
16.01.1984
20.04.1979
06.02.1982
30.03.1978
10.06.1983

21.10.1986
22.05.1985
19.04.1985
16.09.1985
12.06.1988
02.09.1986
07.07.1977
27.06.1984
12.04.1989

15.07.1979
25.05.1975
01.02.1986
22.02.1977

35

19

14

18

20
15
54

40

35
20

12
26
21

60
16
34
70
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Assistant Coach

Trainer of goalkeepers

Team Manager
Doctors

Physiotherapist

Physiologe

Michel Pont
Willi Weber
Philipp Ebneter

Dr. med. Cuno Wetzel, Dr. med. Roland Grossen

Daniel Griesser, Christian Meissgeier

Stephan Meyer

Dr. Markus Tschopp

011D HU'D
2019

012X 9'9'D

10102 TI91N YT ,9%11 DIP V' T

,2"0MD X'0D'ID 1101 HINIT

1"ND |00

DIU DIPD Y'T

[DXRD TV
DVIY [DRD
N1N21N YNID
D'XoIN

D'oo'dNIT'D

bIpIL 5]



FIFA

WORLD CUP

© 2005 FIFA TM

PNYUD "ODIY

(N'T2W) 101N ['0D IYUR VDIV

(N'T2W) NTIX PIN :0DIW IV
(N'T2W) 11051 P TID

(N'T2W) IDXRNINRVO HRT U VDIY

(N'210) 'Y'21N0D [XIIT :D*VUDIY IP2D

(N'S0'R) NIRTX 'TIY2N0 'PYUD

Match Officials:

Referee:
Hansson Martin, Sweden

Assistant Referee1:
Andren Henrik, Sweden

Assistant Referee2:
Nilson Fredrik, Sweden

Fourth Official:
Stalhammar Daniel, Sweden

Referee Assessor:
Petrovic Zoran, Serbia

Commissioner:
Di Cesare Sergio,. Italy
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World Cup Qualifiers Group 2

Moldova - Latvia
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Luxembourg - Greece
Moldova - Israel

Latvia - Greece
Switzerland - Luxembourg
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Luxembourg - Israel
Switzerland - Latvia
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Farewell to Avi Nimni

By Gil Lebanony

“If you asked me to choose one player to face a goalkeeper
at any given time”, one of Israel’s top football coaches once
said, "l would choose just one: Avi Nimni.”

It appears that many coaches, fans and football players agree with that
statement about Nimni, who is today officially leaving the Israel Football
Team.

Reviewing Avi Nimni’s career in the Israeli Team it seems that there is not
afield position that he didn’t play. While it is true that his natural position
is at midfield, there are coaches who put him as forward; and believe it
or not, he also managed to play left back!

He made his first appearance on Feburary 12, 1992 in a game against the
CIS (The Commonwealth of Independent States) when he came onto the
field as a substitute. Motti lwanir, Ahmad Musa, Yehuda Amar and Roey
Hadad were on the team; | mention this so that you can see how long Avi
Nimni has worn the Israel Team’s blue and white uniform.

He shared great moments, such as the goal in the away game against
Ireland in the 2006 campaign, or scoring the winning goal in Cyprus after
Yossi Benayoun's pass to him, thus enabling us at long last, to defeat our
hard-to-beat neighboring island. But the highlight of his career was the
home win against Bulgaria in 1996. Bulgaria was an excellent team at the
time; two years earlier they had come fourth in the World Cup. They were
leading 1-0 when Kostadinov and
Letchkov (who conquered Germany
in the World Cup) were outplayed
by Avi Nimni who took control
of midfield, turning and twisting
and juggling the ball, and playing
a leadership role. The goals were
scored by Ronen Harazi and Tal
Banin, but there was no doubt who
was the best player in the field.

One of Avi Nimni’s great moments
takes us back to the opening
sentence above. In an away game
against Austria, the team waslosing
0-1 when it was awarded a penalty.
Eyal Berkovic took the ball and said
unequivocally: “Avi is going to take
the kick”. The ball sailed into the top
of the net. Even Berkovic knew that
at any given moment, in a one-on-
one situation, there is no-one like
Avi Nimni.
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